THE WAR SITUATION

Two STATEMENTS MADE TO THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
MAY 20, 1941

May 12.    World sensation caused by the announcement that Rudolph
Hess> Deputy Fuhrer of Germany, had flown from Germany
in a plane piloted by himself and landed by parachute in
Scotland.
May 14.   Mr. Winant, United States Ambassador to Great Britain,
called for Britisb-U.S. collaboration, saying:   " This is
not Britain's fight alone"
Enemy troops which penetrated 30 miles into Egypt
thrown back to Sollum.
May 15.   Mr. Eden announced that the Germans were using French
air bases in Syria, and warned Vichy Government that
Britain would take appropriate action.
May 16.   R.A.F. raided three airfields in Syria.
United States seized the Normandie and other French
ships and cancelled food shipments.
-    British troops made a surprise attack on German armoured
units on the Libya border.
May 17.   It was officially announced that 6,065 people were killed in
air raids on Britain in April.
May 20.   Germany launched a great attack on Crete, dropping large
numbers of parachute troops and landing other forces by air
troop carriers and gliders.
[May 20, 1941-
SINCE we last were together several important events have
happened on which perhaps I might presume to say a few words
to the House. The victory of Amba Alagi has resulted in the
surrender of the Duke of Aosta and his whole remaining forces, and
must be considered to bring major organized resistance by the
Italians in Abyssinia to an end. No doubt other fighting will con-
tinue for some time in the south, but this certainly wears the aspect
of the culmination of ,a campaign which I think is one of the most
remarkable ever fought by British or Imperial arms. It reflects the
utmost credit on Generals Cunningham and Platt, who discharged
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